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I EDWARD MALET, in one of
his extremely rare apeechen, de-
iivered at a farewell banguet on

the occasion of his retirement from the

privish  Ambassadorship  at  Berlin,
which he had held for a number of
vears, likened diplomats to buttons, He
geclared that they served as A connect-
ing Mnk of that garment of peace with
which the world should be clothed.
gometimes the buttons are perfect and
il all that is required of them.
put occasionally they are so inade-
quate, ®uch lamentable misfits, that
they completely fall In their mission to
keep the garment of tranquillity se-
curely fastened, with the result that
it slips and slips, and even glves way
aitogether, dropping into the mud of
war, a8 has been the case during the
jast few days in the southeast of Eu-

S

Tope.
Great Rritain's “buttons™ . in that
part of the world and those of her

allles, France, Russia and Italy, have
shown themselves to be of the unsatis-
factory order. They have shown
(remselves incapable of carrying into
effect the policies of 8ir Edward Grey,
of M. Delcasse and of M. Bassonof,
and the action of Bulgaria In siding
with Germany and of Rumania and
Greeee In refusing to cooperate with
the Powers of the Quadruple Entente
cinnot be looked upon otherwise than
in the light of a diplomatic defeat,
which representatives of the Allles
have sustained at Sonha, Bucharest and
Athens.

There I8 a disposition nowadays to
consider Jdiplomacy in the light of a
superfiuous calling, and envoys as hav-
ing bo other use than to impart tele-
graphic and written communications
from their own goverament to the one
to which they happen to be accredited.
1t i1s argued that the days are past
when the foreign relations of sovereign
States lay in the hollow of the hands
of virtually absolute monarchs or of
master statesmen, such as Prince Bis-
marck, the great Prince Metternich,
Count Cavour, Lord Palmerston and
Billy Pitt. And it s claimed that in-
ternational policies and questions con-
nected therewith are now determined
bty Cabinets composed of numerous
Ministers and by the legisliative bodies
which they represent.

But while this may be the case to a
cerialn extent with some of the West-
ern nations, such as, for Instance,
Great Britain, France, Italy and Spain,
it is certainly not go in what are
known as the Balkan kingdoms. In
Bulgaria, Greece and Rumania the
control of the foreign policles of the
nation has been usurped by the mon-
arch, who, forelgn !n race and in two |
instances in creed to the people sub- |
ject to his rule, exercises it in the

present instance in a sense diamet-
rically opposed to the will and best
interests of the people. |

At Sofla, at Bucharest and at|

Athens it is the King with whom the
declsion rests, no matter what the
views of his constitutional advisers,
and in Greece we have been witnessing
for nearly ten months past the specta-
ce of Constantine and his German
Queen defying the authority of Veni-
zelos, the most powerful statesman |
that his country has produced in
modern times, this too in spite of his
backing by an overwhelmingly large
majority in the Boule, or single legis-
lative chamber.

In such countries, therefore, where
the foreign policles of the nation are
%0 entirely dominated by the occupant
of the throne, the fleld for the exercise
of all the arts of diplomacy is very
great  If the envoy ls an adept in his |
profession he should be able to win the |

WARTIM

Expedlition,

HE train had left Nish at 8|
o'clock the night before. Now |
it was 8 o'clock in the morn- |
ing and we were #till two

hours from Belgrade. In times of
Peuce g rather easy going train cov-
#1s the distance in five hours, but now |
tverything is forced to make way |
for the military. |
It was a remarkably rich and beau- |
Utul wountry that we were passing
trough Its low rolling hills and |
fertile ficlds reminded one of certain |
Parts of New York State. It had an'!
Alr of thrift and industry rather lack-l
Mg in the country south of Nish.
For this was the old Serbla, from
Which the Turk had long since de- |
parted and where the Bulgar was not |
#n pver present peril, with the re-|
Sult that the thrifty peasunt had had |
sume opportunity to think of other|
things thun war. That only a few |
months Lefore the Austrian army had |
arched Ly this very route, lea\-lnx!
bavoc and destruction in Its wake, |
emed ineredible,
rapping English Red Cross man
ed our compartment, offering cig-
&rettes and extending good fellowship.
Ulkarettes are at a decided premium
I Rerbia and the fortunate mortal
In possession of one treasures it as
be would the last mateh in a duck |

huyrt

From the Englishman we|
learneg muny things of Serbila, and |
barticulurly of HBelgrade. The train |
did run into the city, we were
Informed. Lut nade its  destination {
About five miles short of it, the rea-
fn for the present terminus being
fear of Austrian fire. ‘The former
foute ylong the river was directly

Within the range of Austrian guns.
' he continued, “don’'t be
You may see some fun.

Two diys ugo an Austrian aeroplane

“Howpyve
disappointed

dropped  several bombs around the
Btation where we get off.”

Upon arrival at the station the
ourney could be continued by care

Mage or walking. Officers took the
€arriages; privates and peasants went
Moot and we followed in thelr wake.
Along un avenue of rare beauty, over
& wooden bridge, we went—iron acrap
Maps Ly the road were reminders of
the Austrian invasion of last year.
Our leuders now struck off from the
Mmain road and took to a eside path
Up 4 high hill. We obediently fol-
lwed amid puMng and blowing and
A 1ot altogether certain attitude as
0 dlirection,

Suddenly we renched the top of the
bl ind there stretched out befors un

| ment with a considerable amount

Many of Whom
United States

confidence of the govereign to whom
he is accredited, to Keep track of all
the hostile Influences at work, to en-
deavor to counteract them, to remaln
abreast of every modification In the
views, the prejudices and even of the
tastes of the King and of the Quesn,
and by means of mingled tact and
strength of character to render them
amenable to persuasion.

It has long Leen apparent that in the
event of any great international con-
flagration in Europe, Bulgaria, Ru-
manla, Greece and Serbia would play
& very weighty role, and that the
destinies of the great PPowers om.
brolled in the conflict would be ex-
tenslvely affected by events at Buch-
Arest, Hoflu, Athens and Be grade. It
Was indeed In  Helgrade that the
present war may be sald to have had
fts origin, and since the commence-
ment of the struggle the attitude of
Greece, Bulgaria and Rumania toward
the beligerents has become a matter
of ever increasing importance.  To-
day the fate of the entire struggle
may be sald to depend in great

measure upon King Constantine and . Bucharest, and to appoint in his place

upon the two Kings Ferdinand.
The action of the Bulgarian autocrat
In throwing In his lot with the two

Kaisers and with the Sultan In de-

flance of popular sentiment In  his
dominions has vastly increased the
dificulties of the Powers vf the Quad-
ruple Entente, so much so indeed that

It is maid to have brought about the

Cabinet crisis in Paris which has re-
suited In the retirement from office of
Mimnister of Forelgn Affairs Delcasse.
It the Anglo-French attempt to force
the passage of the Dardanel es and to
secure possession of Constantinople
hae thus far proved a failure, it is be-
cause King Constantine refused to
permit the despatch last spring of the
army of 160,000 men, which had been
promised by his Prime Minister,
Venizelos, to cooperate on the penin-
sula of Gallipoli with the operations
of the British and French fleets,

He persisted in th's refusal when
Venizelos, who last month was restored
to power by the huge majority cast
in his favor at the general election.
agaln sought to fulfil his pledges. Had
these been carried into effect there is
no doubt but that Constantinople
would have aiready been in the hands
of the Allles, whereas it is now a ques-
tion whether it will not become neces-
sary to withdraw the French and Eng-
lish troops from the Idardanelles in
order to assist King I'eter in stemming
the German, Austrian and Bulgarlan
invasion of Serbla.

Were King Ferdinand of Rumania
to yleld to the clamorous demands of
his subjects and to join in the de-
fence of Serbla, cooperating with the
Russians under Grand Duke Nicholas
and with the English and French in
the Balkans, the drive now in prog-
ress of the two Kalsers through

| Serbla to Constantinople and thence

to Bagdad, and particularly to
the Suez Canal and Egypt, where her
cotton crop is awaiting them, would
undoubtedly be frustrated. HBut with
Rumania remaining neutral the diffi-
culties of the situation for the Powers
of the Quadruple Entente are vastiv
increased. Indeed it Is no exaggera-
tion to assert that the most vulnerable
point of Great Britain and of her al-
lies is to Le found not in Prance or
in Belgium but right in the southeast
of Europe; that i{s to say, in the su-
called Balkan States, and it is to that
point, therefore, that all eyes in Lon-
don, In Paris, in Petrograd and at
Rame are turned at the present mo-
of
anxigly.

Under the circumstances it would
seemn that diplomats of the very first
class and of remarkable ability should

= SCENES

have ever seen—Belgrade, long known
as the Paris of the Balkans, shone
in the sun as an enchanted city,
There was no noise, no smoke, no
life discernible from that distance—-it
seemed as something apart from the
rest of the world. And there flowed
the sinuous Danube and the sluggish
Save; small islands and miles of low-
lands stretched off to the horizon, and
directly across from Belgrade loomed
up the Austrian city of Semlin.

Although we were not near enough
either city to distinguish any work
of destruction, the tooroughly unpro-
tected condition of each was particu-
larly noticeable from our vantuge
point. We walked on, and hidden in
the trees about a hundred yards from
the top of the hill came upon the
first real work of war—a deserted
home, evidently hit by an aeroplane
bomb, for the entire roof and front
had been blown away. Inside were
the remnants of enough furniture to
go far toward furnishing a home
tables, beds, chairs and a baby's cra-
dle. On a wall hung a large picture,
with the frame intact but the can-
vas slashed in many places—another
relic of the Austrian invasion, evi-
dently.

Belgrade was still three miles away
and we continued our journey down

the hill. We saw our destination
straight ahead at the edge of the
city—the American Hospltal. High

on a hill it stood, the Stars and Stripes
fluttering in the breeze, Upon our ar-
rival we were accorded the usual
warm greetings given hy Americans
to Americans in a strange land.

The American Hospital Is ‘1""'1?;
known as the “model of the Balkans.
Something over a year ago Dr. Hd-
ward Ryan, with the aid of an Ameri-
can staff, employing American methods
and organization, developed what had
been a hospital of decidedly question-
able cleanliness and order into one that
would do credit to New York city.
When originally built the hospital had
been considered the project of an
insane man. But last year when
typhus appeared and the Americans
took charge few such opinlons re-

ned.
m#he hospital comprises nine build-
ings, ‘n which there were housed
about 500 patlents at the time of our
visit. The organization and conditions
of cleanliness were perfect and an at-
tractive parking system gave the
grounds an especially cheerful aspect.
Many wounded Austrian prisoners and
Serblan .soldlers were hobbling about,

ssemingly quite content with thelr
fate. A
¥From the American doctors we

tearned much of the hostllities In Bel-

ly vne of the rarest wesoramas I

grade. The hospital itself had suffered .

(superior ability was needed In order

| peror William, who had aecquired the

Princess Demidoff,
wife of Russian

Count

Minister to Ath-

ens.
have been selected to represent the
Ereat  Powers at Bucharest, Sofla,

Athens and in Rerbla In an endeavor
to establish 4 predominant influence
upon the sovereigns of these four
kingdoms. The two Kaisers seem to
have realized this, Thus, Austria did
not hesitate to recall Prince Fuerst-
enberg, who had proved a dismal fail-
ure from a diplomatic point of view at

Count Ottokar von Czernin, a statess
man of the hirhest standing, who in
his younker davs had been connected
with the diplomatie service and who

LIED

Germany's Envoy
at Athens.

is known to have accepted the mission
wholly  from motives of
and solely because of the
that events of the utmost gravity to
the Dual Empire were Imminent at |
Bucharest, |

patriotism |
conviction

Germany followed suit by withdraw-
Ing Herr von Waldthuusen und trans-
ferring to  Hucharest in his stead
Baron von dem Bussche-Haddenhau-
#en, who will be remembered at Wash-
ington, where he spent a number of
Years, as the most popular, tactful and
altogether successful of German diplo-
mats ever uccredited to the United
States.  He was summoned for the
purpose from Huenos Ayres by Em-
conviction that a4 man of altogether
to assist the Hohenzollern rulers of
Rumaniz  in thelr strenuous efforts
to remain friendly to Germany in the
fuce of the opposition of the bulk of
the Rumanian people

Not content with this the Kalser hus
sent a succession of special emissuries
to Bucharest, some of them of royal |
rank, such us for instunce, the Duke !

von Quadt,
Quadt.

Sir Henry and Lady Bax-Ironside.
He was superseded a few weeks ago at Sofia as having failed

Ito accomplish his mission.

In centre—George Bakhmeteff, Russian Ambassador to the
United States. Copyright-by G. V. Bu

John Albert of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, ¢ ; )
firft of all Regent of the trandduchy | pPolish origin.  His grandfather wag a two men usol 1o play beldge together
of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, and after- | polish revolutionist, who in 1848 was | every day ot Teheran, have continued
and  Prince Ernest of Hohenlohe- Spee W “ﬁ;'““‘ t.'" Pl.“‘”"‘ﬂ G S i L S L, b Ry S SR RAR
and vodka distiller of Russia in Asiic | say, amiabie, | n hirilllan
L:mu.-m-l_lr;. now ) r!-;n!-.-.ﬂl.ang the amassing o colossal fortune,  Indeed Rir Creorie. W %as at onu iline At
reng e e v oy e 0 b s o evenged e 150
bt AINse on Rusaja for his exils L i¢= | Washineton

?:::l"n .\‘Iu'rl;-ut;fml:umunm. was 1h--ro-- customing the people of SBiberia ol iy (e persos
| Io i 0 (3 } OXOreise ue - A 9
fluence |||Imn his t.:-..u\l..:-‘.:n!_]_::.u:;:;.L. dr“""'.m"”“ trice Mary Jas
Ferdinand, . I'assionately  devoted to hridee, lf' * late Heary 3. Cnapma

It cannot be denied that the Aus- “'hu:h is his one interest (n life, ‘nt‘ul \“:n. ‘M‘.: it ter he rep-rted "T.
trian  and German envoys, namely, Whetly 'If'hﬂv“'“l 1“.]'H R :.'“' LENS (R Al o
Count Ottokar von Crernin und Barop | ©37d table, the Czar's envuy at Bu- Morg BIUNLEL(AY ! L s-
von dem Bussche-Hadd: nhausen, were charest cannot be said to shine in ‘”nn PeerseHEin o\ ;l R AVRLD
men of an entirely different stamp, | WAY I8 8 Giplomatic sense. He proved iment was 4 h TAW Fape that o
and In o diplomatic sense {mmeas. |2 STeat filiure at Teheran, so much | through some ignorance of diplumati
urably superior to the envoys of Rus- 7 that his transfer to a Itu -]u;:m usake or soclal ; s naged
sla, of France and of Great Dritain ‘.1---.«! became n matter of uecessity it the ver: utset of his stay there
The Muscovite Plenipstentiary, Pok- | Bt instead of his being moved to to excite the ment and the predu.
lowski-Koeziel, it is true, is a very | Ldsbon. to Madrid or to some capita e 0 tryW . the e
charming. agreeable and particularly | Where his lack of statecrafs conld hay luine of ¢ British Lega
Lospitable man, of great wealth He |done no harm and where his so la Nefther Sir o ge nor | v Har-
was for an long time attached to the | Kifts Would have been appreciated o v hias =11 eded i thelr o AP
Russian Embussy in Londen, where | thelr utmost extent, he was of all < ! res '
he Lecame a particulur favorite of | places in the world, nominated to Bu-  silghtess rec of influ v
King Edward and member of the charest present Kine 1 Queen, alt £
latter's intimate entourage Another Poklewski was followed there from atter | R e
of his great friends in London was Teheran by 8Sir George Barclay iin no ) e t G I 11 \
Consuelo Duchess of Manchester, nee  Way related 1o Colvil'e Barclay, t! i ! ' o
Yznaga, and he was a familiar figure  popular councillor of the British 1 ! ' ¢ 1
among the Anglo-American set in the | bassy at Washingtony, who 1d been .ot 1
British metropalis | Just as unsuccessful as |} Hussin: Iiriris) L atiog Ituchares: I

He is n gay and jovial bachelor of [ friend and colleague in ]'ers The ' bt S\

'Life in Former Capital Running Smoothlv When Visited During a Lull «
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Countess von

|

1

he, wi

-

M. Poklowski-Koe-
ziell, Russian En-:

voy at Bucharest. ‘

Towneley, who will e remembered at
Washington, were warm friends of the
crown I'rinee and Crown I'rins=
cess of Rumania, the intimacy hetween |
the brilliant Lady Sasan and the beau-

then

tiful and gifted consort of the pres-|
ent King having been of a most in-|
timate character Rut then it was|

just because the Towneleys had been
so snecessful at Bucharest, where they |
enjoyed a most advantageous position,
that (hey were suddenly transferred to
Teheran to repait the mistakes there
of the Barclays.

A« ' r the French Minister Plenipo-
tentiary at Bucharest, he is a4 man of
the name of Camille Blonde . who has

been  stationed there for nearly ten
vears, after hav.ng spent some time in
Meslco ns envov,  He (8 over 60 vears
of age. in no gense of the word inter-
esting, ither t Queen Marie nor' to

f her
jrvasnre Ving
maiila, while the range
matic abilities may
that
h the

10 presopile Ry court,

soeiety

nor yet to
of Ru-
of hix diplo-
he gavged by the
sume eighteen months ago
ohject wnning frienis
imp rted Andre de Foue
the Pavis cotillon leader, who
so distinguished himself in New York
as the judge of a fox trotting compes

for

qieres

ranee,

tition at Madison Square Garden, to
{deliver a series of e upon
Galic mode and fashionable life,

Sofla the Powers of the Quad-

| ruple Entente have bwen still more n-
differently scrved from a  diplomatic
of view, and when on'y a few

s ago Bir Henry Bax-Ironslde was
Hugh

recalled

Tames

amd  replaced  with

tr'Blerne, one of the cleve
tind most agreeable of the Iris
members of the British diplomatic sep-

vice, the mischief had already been
don yond r i i toon late
to deter Ky 1 n
from the pro-Germar ¢+ to which

he had committed his
Government

unfortunate

x=lronside, who was

stationed at Washington from 1894 to
1885, proved a amentable fallure at
Sofla in connection with Sir Edward

1 . with wh Wils en-

h he
y f the war
mely, the
dinand to
Anglo-Franco-Rus-

the

Why Only Ablest Men Should )Haize
Been Entrusted With Missions to
Sofia, Bucharest and Athens

i quite the reverse of genlal in his
manner, acks wit, repartee uand all
sense of humor and makes friends with

( diffleulry,

Nuturally Sir Henry was unsiccesss
ful in his attempts to exercige any sort
of influence upon a roler 8o astute, so
slippery and go utterly unscrupulous
in his Machiavelllsm as Ferdinand, who
has Justly been surnamed the Mephis-
topheles of the Balkans. Ferdinand's
reputation for intrigue and for mis-
chief is so widespread throughout the
Old World that whenever he used to
start forth from Sofla on his numerous
forelgn travels a warning would
sent to the Governments and diplo-
matic chancelleries of every capital In
Futope to the effect that “Der Teufel
iw wieder jog” (the devil {8 looss again),
With a man of his class a savant like
Hax-Ironside, who had been brought
into the d&plomatic service by Lord
tosebery an account of his successes
at Oxford, had no chance,

Equally inefficient was the Russian
envoy, Councillor of State SBavinsky.
who came to Sofla with a record of

 having very seriously compromised the

interests of his country at Stockholm,
It Is of the utmost importance for Rus-
®in to be on good terms with Sweden
owing to the virtual command enjoyed
by the latter of the entrance to the
Baltle.  Yet SBavinsky conducted the

affairs of his legation at Stockholm in |

such fashion as to expose it to bitter
charges of esplonage which through
the indiscretion of his misslon were
even extended 1o the beautiful Russion
wife of Prince Willlam of Sweden,
namely the Grand Duchess Marle
Pauloviteh. 8o  unpleasant did the
situation become at Stockholm that
the firand Duchess, finding Ife there
Intolerable, left both Sweden and her
hushand, securing a dissolution of her
marringe, while Bavinsky and hils
military attache were withdrawn by
tussia on the demiand of the RBwedish
court and Government as no longer
personmw grate,

From the Allies' point of view it is
to be deplored that the Petrograd Gov-
ernment did not see ita way at the be-
ginning of the war to despateh to 8ofla
as special envoy her Ambassador at
Washington, George Bakhmeteff. The
latter spent many vears as Muscovite

plenipotentiary In Bulgaria. has a pro- \
found experience of her affairs and of |

heg public men of every class, and

above all used to exercise go wonderful :
upon King Ferdinand |

an influence
thut his
ascribe it,
to hypnotic power. In view of the im-
portance of securing Bulgaria's co-
operation in the present war it would
certainly have been worth while for
Russia to have sent George Bakhme-
teff from his embassy on the banks of
the Potomac to take charge once more
of King Ferdinand at Sofla,

Germany and Austria, on the other

collengues were wont to

s} n. hand. have had capable envoys In
t of the matter s that Dax- | Bulgirin. The Kalser's representa-
wias so long the confidential | tive s Privy Councillor Michahelles,

secretary and alter vgo o f the late Sir | who in spite of his bourgeols origin

Wilam White when the latter wuas has hy sheer cleverness ralsed him-

Ambassador at Stamboul that he im- | gelf from a subordinate post in the

bied there much of Sir Willlam's | German Consulate at Alexandria to

marked predilection for the Turks and | the front rank of the Kaiser's diplo-
hatred for Russia ond for Pan-Sav matic service, of which he {8 Ilnoked
et o He the refure found it 0 is one of the ablest members
t rt to tl L= 5\ 1 &l representative at

g Hu gary mike mm =t int Adam Tarnowski, at one

" Huss I ndid i timie attached to the Austrian FEme-

' i "H] il bassy at Washington, and who subse-
0 | \ s alwia s guent became a great favorite in
‘ It \ “incipa foe, |, where bouth he and his brill-

N . x-1t e, while a very | ia i ess Marie Swlito.
| wiited Wil the polk-Czetwertynska becaime  hright

n f Turk Persian.  particular stars of the late King's set

A 3k v8 Mandaring lan- Edward VI, who was no mean judze

W as n rn Cipee Ar f character, entertained a very high

Hans I havinu L} 1= vpition of the cleverness of Count

i 1 Is woa man Adam T

#pecially of the

powWers of

hrl

half Jokingly, half seriously,

and of the influence which she sucs
|l‘M'de in exercising upon the men of
| her acqualntance.
| Of course, Dr.

Tarnowskis have

Michahellea and the
derived a. great deal
of assistance at Sofla from the nu-
| merous German and Austrian mems-
;Iwm of the household of Ferdinand,
|iu particular from Col, Dobner von
| Dettendorf, formerly of the Austrian
{army, who has been with the King
ever slnce he ascended the throne as
personal alde-de-camp; Ritler von
Flelschmann, another Viennese, prinels
pal private secretary of the monarch,
and until guite recently the latter's
German physician, Dr, Graetzer. For
IFerdinand was bora In Austria, where
he made his home until his election to
the throne of Bulgaria, and is above
everything else an essentially German
prinee of the house of Coburg. More=
over, all his very largé property is
located in the dual empire and In
Germany, where It would have been
conflscated If he had sided with the
Powers of the Triple Entente.

At Athens France has been repre-
sented by a Soclalist of the name of
Gabriel Deville, rost fervent dioc e
of Karl Marx, and who complained t.at
Jiulew Guesde's dovtrines were not suf-
| iclently advanced. He made so little
| headway during the six years that he
| was accredited to the court of Greece
that within the 1 st two months he
has been s=uperseded by Jean Cuile-
min, who has an American wife in the
| pereon of the former Miss Isabel Hart
lof New York., Hut the appointment
fof Guillenin, brother of the widowed
| Marquise de Montebello, . furmerly
| French Ambassadress at Petrograd,
{ has come, 1 fear, too late and he will
'find it very difficult to repair the
! shortcomings of hiz incompetent preds
| ecessor and to turn King Constantine
{ from his pro-Cisrman syvmpnathies,
| Of course the envoys of the Quadruple
| Entente at Athens are terribly handi-
| capped in their task by the grest (ne
fluence which Queen Sophla, the most
| clever and masterful of all the s .ste:s
| of the Kalsar, exercises over her hus-

band, whom she completely dominates.
. Bhe s devoted to her brother, Emperor
' Willlam, and to the German cause and

has proclalmed aloud her resolve to
| leave Greece forever If the Hellenio
Government takes sidea agalnst the
land of her birth,

She I8 assisted in her efforts {1 Lo-
half of Germany by the Kalser's en-
voy, Count von Quadt, for scveral
years attached to the German Em-
bassy at Washington, and particulariy
| by a Baron von Schenck, formerly a
member of the German diplomatic ger-
| vice, but now representative at Athcns
| of the Germun Wolff News Agency and
incidentally chief of the entire pro-

German propaganda n Greece, dispos-

ing of large sums of =ecret service

money. The Austrian envoy at Athens
can hardly be called a stining lght.

But then it i& difficult to say much

more than that of the Russian plenis
potentiary. the muiti-miilionaire Prince

Elim Demidoff of 8an Dounato, who Is

a far greater expert {n matte:s of

sport than !n those of diplomacy and

more [nterested in amusement than 'n

statecraf:

Ag for the Fugilsh Minister, he s
Sir Franels Ellot, who having spet
some twelve yvears at Athens = the
dean of the diplomatic corps thers ard

wroin view of his age-- lLie |2 over 84—

and of his appor ties n# o eon of the
late 8ir Henry Ellio wnld have long
1 the rank of Ambhassador

amiable man. who !'n he

J rowed for Eton and for
Italllol and wa= a famous athlete, tha
fact that he should still he at

hens as mere Minister Plen.poiontle
ary may gerve in 4 measure to explnln

his fajlure to i"Aucnce King Constage
tine toward the cause of the Ailivs

IN SERBIA ALONG THE ROAD FROM NISH TO BELGRADE

to a small extent, for {t happens that
the grounds are in a direct line
tween the French aviation fleld and
the Austrian shore. In the course of

he-

in the Fighting

.
several air battles stray shots had not course of which the Austrlan aviat
infrequently fallen into the ®r unds, had bes Killed and  machine s
tnly a few days before a sensa » the Tive '
fight had taken place in the air ~ \ 1 niui ¥ { '

destruction that had been in progress

for many months. The Austrian and

| English  batteries  exchanged shots

almost daily and visits by Austrian

aeroplanes were aot Infrequent, Luat,

e D TR I O u-:.\\;‘--:n-‘ l-'.‘||‘ nothing of importance
spring, when irrival of the Eng- |0 Mppening

h. Fret wnd Russian Latt had “There's nothing Jd ing."” sald one of

potoothe continuonus work of the doctors.  “People are returning

Copyrignt international Film 8ervice, e

Even before the Balkan situation became acute England began sending aid to her Serbian allies,

Unloading a British naval gun in Serbia,

A —

et e o

siun,
]

to their homes and the city
ning way it Jdid
Wa!

We were
the ity

is begine-
to luok the before (i

directed (o
Wi

residential

the centre of
deserted
former
Brown high in grass aml weods
trolley system of po smail propor-
owed few remains of 1ts for-

rusted tracks o

Witlhed along

streels streets of

(TETITEAY
A
tions s!

mer nsefuiness

1 A

ovcasianal dangimyg wire were all thuat |
L remiined

Austrian and English hatteries engag-

ing each other, It might just as well
have been a bombardment . f the ity
by an enemy airman or batteries

I looked back at the proprietor
the store He was busily engaged
iying up my package, and his face had
broadened into an amused sm!ic ot my
alarm. It meant pothing to him-——{t

wis o daiy happening

In the evening we hanted up a side-
walk cale and had dinuer. The tah!
'were crowded with  Frenchi, Serbian
English and Russian oMcers ligh's

tiare] 10 the sky, but none seemasd to
give thought to the poseihility £ A
hostiie wirman putting in an appear-

Hinoe
aml

STEEPLEJACKS OUTRISKED.

And sach
NE PRI

had happened uga!

Whit had formerly been luml-pnu:\‘
fof nu dittle artistic value were in many | S PREPLEIACKE bave jong of
cases  shattered beyvond  pe l'li-:hll.uuf Juyed a reputation £ daving
We  passed one of the many parks | wt oat i oa question whether
1 '.I .\?;:iwlx Beigrade had been noted: | they come {0 the sume clasa of *'skera
a bramble of high grass ;
tible of high grass and weeds, |4y 1he awning removers, who recently
portions of large trees shattered by |
¢ 3 L . - 1 ‘ et "
shrapnel bl completely  choked “”_'u,..n.l their annual task of  taking
former beauty.  Nearly all  private | down the “sun shades” from the front
homes ha l suffered ta varyving degrees £ hous "Wl . Fhese re
some Ly tou y ) o
T yoototal .I--r‘ru.lmn, ‘.n..m““‘m_’_ o nat nesd ofF o Live -
merely by marred walls as the result |
ned 1 | : Y v
of shells bursting in the street and bloek and fall acoessories of the

Now we came into full view of the  Secie mens Vel they o
waterfront, the portion of the ety and do thelr work in whi' seems tr
thiet Lad been an casy mark for Aus- | be an niposs. Sle mannes
telan monitors \l'fnl'o"l.il‘ .u:-.\..zurm.-; Stariing ut the streest level (wo ar
furcign batteries The eyve followed a !, s h
hiudf circle of complete devastation ex. | 'F00 AWIHIE Femovers w ML
ftending from the remains of the great | “NHre front of o fhat house and nev
iron bridge aceross the Bave, destron ed | Bo ildoors The are as agile A
in the early stuges of ihe Willr, onperobats They reach up o a windew
around the elty's waterfr t 1 1

l waterfront and off il and then ra'se themselves to th

down the Danube as far as one could

see. And not a man or creature was | W IPIOW ledge. Finishing the window
moving | whie standing at this wdge they seiz
But now we were emerging from the | the top stone of the window, po
residential districts and coming ‘l“ll-l'[u-lll.-‘v:\l"- Ip L amd from Cl
the main business thoroughfare. The | ponr e | fithes 6l
change was as great as that bhetween | KRl NEAE ja jie o ¥indow R
durkness and lght. The street was | “VOVE 80 s to strlp another wondow
well filled with  people; stores were | Through the Lelt they wear runs
apen,  peasants heavily laden with | Hne and with this they lower the aw
fresh vemetnbles were arriving frum] Ings as they take them down
the country; cufes were crowded How they ean de ther work win
To be sure, destruction was ever ; lttle to hang on to is mre m
present, but ft seemed to have little f markable than the tasks performed b
deadening effect upon the spirit of [the structural iron workers. The ipen
these prople; they had become accus- worker if he slips has something
tomed to the terrors of war. Later in | pung in the way of & beami around
the day 1T saw an example of this which lie has a chanee to lock
stojeal attitude arms.  The awning remover when i
I was buyiug some small trinket in Ihllps falls outward from the edge and

a store, Snddenly the hoom of a big
wun b ke the stilluess and caused me
too e o the door. Continued hoom-
went fur from relieving the ten-

Although it proved 1o be the

Voarny g &

has nothiug to cluteh,
awning removers stripped a  saven
gtory flat of seventy-five windows in
The RBronx in the remarkable time of
three hours, all from the outside,
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